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on Hungarian political 1ife, The Cmintern 1s identified as a Sovies
strment, first used ia supervisiag and educating tens of thousands of
in the Soviet Union, and later directing their activity, upon their retura te
their mative countries, in the imterest of Soviet imperialism and Soviet im-
Yelligence. Jea8 landler, Bela Kun, Matyas Rakosi, Zoltam Vas, Aladar Temas,
Pal Sandor, Gylrgy Verbes, Rezad Ssanto, Bela Ssante, Frigyes Karikss, Awnder
Berei, Tnre Horvath, Jossef Revai, Zoltan Szanto, Ermd and others are
named as having worked for the Comintern, In contrast, the Cominform is re.
presented as maialy a propaganda organization which was supposed to dememstrase
the existence of a forum of world Communism,

2, While the study hardly qualifies as currest intelligense, 1t should be ef ime
torest to students of the methods of intermational Communism, !
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The_influemce of the Comintern-Cominform in Rungary .

After the first world war the Russiars found it necessary

to ereate an organisation vhieh could direot the cemmunist parties in
different countries all over the werld, respectively te organise the
communist parties in all those countries vhere the communistcat that
time formed enly a fraction of the soeial demooratie parties. At e
boginning,this secend task was the more importsnt besause this time
there were independent communist perties only in & few coundries. In
theory this "Xemmunistisehe Intermmsiomsle” e in its sdbreviated mame
*Kountmtern-Comintern” assured equal rights te all its members, and in
the eentral machinery in Mescew the representatives of every communist
party participated. This organisatien really had e directing, guiding
role. In faet, even internationalism was considered seriously st this

time. It 1s characteristie for instanes that the Hungarian RAKOSI played

an important role in the founding of the Comaunist Party, respecti- STAT
.orEnu% ’
vely in the mmgintug'al the Party. At she begiming ef the 1920es

the Oemintern meetings and work was more or less based on demoeratis
foundations. This meant that ibe propositions of the individual parties
were listensd te, the individual peculisrities of the different ceuntries
vere eonsidered, and the neeessary propaganda was plamed aceordingly.
Jolieved /
Namely, the Russisn communists in the possihiity in feet even in the vio-
tory of a world revolution, or at least in a general Eurepean revelution.
lenin considered the whole Russian structure primitive and expeoted im-
proveasnt from the revolutionmary suseesses eof the Western souniries iad in
the first place of Qermany. He deslared several times that the real soeia-
14st order will,be realised only later together with the fndustrially mere

develeped Western countries, respestively with their ceammunist parties.
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Exaotly by this reason, in this time within the Comintern, in fact esven
within the interior life of the Soviets the Jerman communists and other 50X1-HUM
foreigners alse played a significant role.

However, this idyllie situation did mot last long. After
the failurd of the Hungarian eommunist regime and the isoleted| | 50X1-HUM
ocommunist uprisings the Soviet leaders realiszed that the time of the
world revelution apparently did not arrive yet and within the Sovied
ocommunist party that fraction became dominent which wanted to consoli-
date the scelalist system first in Russia and dealt only = secondary
rele to the aotivity of the foreign parties, respectively eveluanted the
work ef the VWestern parties only to the extent of their suppert te the
Soviets. Pimlly, as 3tlin came to power and the power machinery of the
party oensolidated the Comintern became a simple executing organ. The
politieal deecisions were resolved by the Politdureau whieh alse drevw the
party line and the duty ef the Oomintern eonsisted only ef enforeing this
party line and te emirace {tself against any partiocular deviations in the
different hpf:’-/aé illegally operating fereign parties. Therefore from
the beginning of the middle of the 1920-es there were permanent persomali~
Ay fights and deviation or frastiomslisa struggles in the Comintern Leader
ship. Only these eledints were sonsidered reliadle who exeouted the Soviet
party instruetiens and erders with military presision and diseiplinceven
Af they knew that the orders were in contradiction to the inSerests eof the
party represanted by them. On the other hand, snybody besame umreliadle
who, though oonsidering Russian interests, dared to call attention to the
faets that epplication of different tectics might be mecessary in other
countries. During the great purges the actual or suspected opposition was
exterminated from the ranks of the Comintern and this organisation became

one of the agencies of the Soviet might or the NKVD.
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One of the duties of the Comintern was the direstion,

supervision, education and even the provision of the foreign emigrees
living in MNoscow. This in its substance might have seemed an sdministra-
tive task, however, later experisnces proved, that the Comintern achieved
the greatest suceesses on this field besause by giving eppropriate jods

and livelihoed to several tens of thousandts of emigrees it sttached a
great majority of them net only te eemmunism but to the Soviet Union.

After the sesond world war these former emigrees were ard remained in every

country the most faithful servanis of the Russians,

The effect of the Oomintern astivity to the political 1ife
of Hungary was minimal "m two world wars, In general the role
of the communis® in this period could be termed es completely insignificant,
in Hungary. The membership of the illegal party smounted to about 2-3000,.
and mostly consisted of intellftuals, but the majority of them, imexpliesbly
dreamed about the reslisation of an idealist soceialist system and net of
the transplantation ef Soviet methods. Besides, they had very sesnty idess
about the Soviet reality. The one dimension negative propaganda of the
Horthy system was unproductive toward the thinking people, and many saw
a eortain heroio romantieism in the Soviet experiments.In the begimning
of the 1920-es the jungarian cmmunists gained their faith from the nege-
tivism of the Horthy system. The bloedy repreesions efter the Kun Bela
regime , the polies tortures, the various terraristie organisstions sup-
ported the convictions of the communist much more thn:h'%;uintam propagan-
de ever did. In these years the faithful were mastly recruited from these
persscuted, tortured, people, pushed aside or coming home from fareign
emigration who had no ambition at all, for whom there was no hope at sll.

Only around ths end of the 1920‘%.::4 in the beginning of the 1950-es joined
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the illegal monont‘ivfreup of young intelleots who wers looking for 50X1-HUM

romedies of the econamic orisis and searching for the soclution on this

road against the flagrant injustices of the existing social conditions.
However, this had no sountry-wide effect. ¥e ean assuredly say that the
communist cause was kept wp in Hungery primarily by the poliee in order
to prove its own importanes, respectively to sustain the justifieation
of existense of the really anti-demoarsiie regiwe.

The above related fast should be never forgotten when we
try to explore the role ef the Jomintern in Hungary. The aetivity ef
Comintern agents had hardly sny effeet on the Hungerian socisl life.
It touched a few dosen pecple, and the result of their wark sppeared
really only after 1945 and even then only in cadre matters.

In August 1919, af'ter the fall of the Hungarian Communist
regime, the leaders escaped fram Hungery. At that time the emigree Hun-

garisn cammunists had twe centers in the worlds Kouov\ ‘ 50X1-HUM

Moseov meand; close cormsction with the Oomintern, material independense
but at the same time ocomplete mbnrvhm.z signified harder uﬂ"SOXLHUM
cenditions, greater individual snd thinking liberty smd in the first place

proximity to Hungary. Naturally, in theery even the Vie nna emigrstion

scknovledged the leading role of the Ocmintern, dut professed that their

policy and in the first plase their men could serve the aime of soolalism

better than those of Moseow who were already detached from the Hungeriasn

conditions. The twe frsectioms carried e hard struggle ageinst eash other.

The most tmportant man {:3 LANDLER Jene former socisl-demoerstie 50X1-HUM
lavyer of Budepest, in Mosoow;KUN Bels, the former hesd of the 1919 eommu-

nist regime cf Hungery. Between the twe, LANDLER was the mare intelligens,

in faet even the more honest i Therefore, it is netural that KUN Bela
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tried to do everything in Moscov to discredit LANDLER

[ e (KUK Bela) a» a secrefary of thh Comintern had greater possi. 50X1-HUM
bilities and used these primerily fer the annihilation of his enemies.

It wvas said « and this &s net st sll doubtful today when we already know

the Soviet methods - that he played setive part in denouneing Bufarhn

communists who were returning clandestinely to Hungery. The slogen of

Perty Unity even in the beginning era was a complete cover for the

ccamitied seandals. Anybody, anytime endangered the Porty Unity if b

proved to be in opposition ef those in power,

In the middle years of the 1920-es the leadershiy of the
illegally operating iungarian comméinists was conpletely in the hends of
thoee in Moscow. In Moscow, respectively in the Soviet Unien there were
s fairly large number of Hungmmisn emigrants. Their position was generally
favorable; the 1919 events left sush o deep impression on the Russian
sommunists thet many of the refugee Hungarian received important posts.

On the other hand the commumists in Bungary regerded their party comrades
who returned from Moscow as their real lesders and submitted themselves

to the instruetions received even 4f they were incomprsehesible teo them,

or 1f they seemed haruful. This oould not have been in any other way becsuse
at this time there were only "adherents® left in the party, whe regarded
Moscow as the new Reme of the new faith and believed the dogmatios even 1if
they vere not understandable. The organisatiomal str@eture of the 1illegal

party was very adaptable for this kind of d18iplin beceuse the simple members
i

"in general did net know the leaders end only were in contact with their
' irmediate supsrior or immediate subordinete Sllesgues. There was ne possibi-

L' lity at all to express any contrary opiniom.
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The feunding of the sowcelled Vepi-perty (Hungsrian Socislist
Workers Party) was the first substentisl function of the Comintern in Hun~
gary, in 1925. It is probable that RAKOST or VAS Zoltan gave the orders
for the forming of this party. Newely, sround thie time the Comintern re-
lieved RAKOSI from the Western lime and trusted him with the orgsnising of
the illegal Hungsrien partyy. However, he worked on this job only for a

short time because together with VAS he was arrested by the polise.

Anyway, sround this time the alresdy mentiond perty came
into existenes and this occoasion was an exeellent chenee to denounee te
the Hungarian police all those sommunists who perhaps wsre not known yet
Vo the police. Namely, the membership of the 1llegal party had to parti.
eipate setively in the VAGI open movement. Many people of the 1llegel
movement deelared that this was an intentionsl master-stroke of Xil Bels,
respeatively of the Russiuns %o elininate the elements thet were astill
loyal to LANDLER and the Viennese group. At this time,by the way, idyllic
eonditiens reigned in the relation of eommunists and the Hungarian polioe.
FPour—five political detectives hendled ihe ccumunist cases and these were
practically all known personally by the perty members ~ sll of them were
dark blue suits, bleck derbies, and walked around with large walking censs-
somplete oheask was kept when and where these detectives were trensferred,
but on the other hand -as police investigations revealed~ the detectives
also knew the persomal circumstanees of the party members in fect they knew
even at what time s member bought a new pair of shoes or e necktie for him-
self,

The Vagi party had no success. It had s few hundred members
and after a few months aotivity the government ordered its dissolution,

l not sc much on pelies evidenes but on the request of the social-demoerstic
wvo
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A oonsiderable nuuber of the members were arrested snd the jovial deteo- S0X1-HUM

tivestortured them adequetely.

All this, howevor, did not change the situation substantially
= the Comintern,respestively its sgents bacame absolut masters of the Hun-
garien ooumunist moveuent. Lven if the politieal effect of the Comintern
vas insignificant in its country-wide relation, as we have slready mentioned
that befere, its significanes and influenoe toward the party members became
more and more important. ‘ T\

The seeretariad of the {llegal Mumgarien communist party
was the direeting organ of the movement. Generslly the seoretarist had twe
members, one repatriated from Nosoow trained in Hungarisn aotivity, end
another Hungerisu secretsry. Raturally the directing member was the former
the “foreign seerstary® who gave his instruetions or deoisions or sosetines
sent them, besauss 1t also happened that this "forefign secretery' did net
reside in the eouatry, but was losated in eomewhere abroad, ”',t!.{ 19_1%0“-
slevakia. It was necessary te employ s Hungsrian seoretary, to have some-
body to keep the eotuml, sometimes personal contest with the Hungarien
communists, and for if samething goes wrong %o lhave a scape~goat toward
the Russians. Generally, 1% was required that the Gomintern,/the forelign]
seeretary suoculd speng six menths in Hungary and six months abroad. The
Qoainter provided for the material nsed of the secretaries beocsuse the
Hungarian communist perty had no incows. The menbership duss were smell
really only nominal although there wers wembers coning from well-to.do
families or persans ef goed income whose dometioms however, were used
for the expenses of literature, printed metter, pamphleta, ote,

HWith this las sentenee we have touched &me field of setivity

of the Jomiatern in Hungary. The Ruseisns have an unheard respect for e
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printed letter and therefore, considered the writtea propsgands of the
Hungerian comsunicts as the most important part of their work. They SOX1-HUM
published periodiscals; "100 percent" edited by TAMAS Alader, at present
Hungerian ainister S "Social Review' od_j:}od by SANDG! \’.1. at 50X1-HUM

present professor of Marxism-lLoninism at the Budepest University.,
*Thought" edited by VEHTES Gyorgy, at present director of the Perliament
Library. Various pamphless and fly.leaflets were printed periodieally in
whieh they tried 4o popularise aot;@f::;:’;uu of the times and present
them to the Hungarian publie. Their effect was minimal. Would the flungarisn
poliee have not confiseated these pamphlets they would have had even less
resders by all probability. However, there is no doubt sbout it, in these
periodicals really valuable studies were published sometiwes not by commu-
nist but by sympathiszer writers and journalists. Gonenllygho level of the
periodieals and the tone of voice of the pamphlets rewséhedd well below
the customary intellestual level and this featwre and the faet that even
well known oou-unut‘ﬂ;ru;d othervise well educated and clearthinking
people besame dull as soen as they aceepted aotive partivipation in the
movenent seared away many intelledts who otherwise vere dissatisfied with
the Horthy system and flirted with cemmunism. The outsiders oould mot know
and the partieipants of the movement did not want to know or recognise 4in
their religious famatisism and transe that they were the vorshippers of

a mysterious ould, a foreign deity and beeame 1ts preachers without restraint.

Frankly, this party hed ne need for talents. They needed
scldiers, who giving up the prineiple of thinking, would blindly exeoute
the received orders. It is aymdolis that upon the instructions of Comintern
people JOLSEP Attila, the poet was expelled from the perty. He could net
be broken in te the party discipline and therefere, he was driven to his
death. In the last years of his life he became openly enough snti-Soviet,
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in fact he flirted with the arrow-oross Hungerian Nazi movement. This 4s

no wonder, because the scolsl dissontent wam very great in Hungary amd S0X1-HUM
smarter '

with enough ressons. If the communiat would have been'in their activity,

most probably they could have atiained more serious wmass supportis.

Despite the sbove listed negative results the Camintern
activity had some positive results in Hungary. This effeot manifested
rather indirectly than directly. The members of the Communist Party
were ordered into the ranks ef the labor unions and the Seeial Demoeratis
Party where they had to play an aetive role. Their roles consisted mostly
in the aggravating of various problems. No metter how moderate and sober
vas the policy of the laber unions and the social demoscratiec party,upon
the effect of the exaggerated demands in certains ceses they were fereed
10 aceept a more radical atandpoint :lh.‘%k;y would have liked. This re.
fers especially to the wage demands of the 1930-es and to some individusl
strikes.

Today the comnectione appesr more clearly and it could be
established that the Comintern polioy and sctivity in Hungary, but alse
in other eountries, becams especiully lively when the attention of the
Western publie opinion had Lo de diverted frem soeme interior difficulties
of the Soviete. The Oomintern aetivity in Hungary brought wp world-inte-
rest problexs when the Rusaian inner party fights and mass executions
disseminated doubts even in the hearts of the udherents, even in the
faithful ones. The KAKQSI case 18 a good example for this method. In 1924
or 1985 KAKUGI was sent to Hungary to work but seen after his arrival
was arrested by the Budapest police. At the polise RAKOSI “sang”, snd -
therefore the Comintern suspended his pariy meubership. RAKOS I's -

second trial ceineided with the great Russian purges and therefore, it
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wee invented and deocidsd(allegedly wpon tho proposition of SZIANTO Resso

50X1-HUM

or ZZANTOQ Bela) that a tremendous campaign should be sterted Lo shake w
international pudblic opinion to save RAKCSI and tha reverberations of this
great cempaign shall drown out the »:;I:;s‘/a.f information caused dy the
Russlan interior struggles. RAICSI's party membership waa quiokly reseéred,
and the great campaign "Save RAXUSI" has been started all over the world.
The aituation was sinilar in the case of SALLAY end FURST. These two were
Jomintern agents, and in Budapest ruaors were circulated that they were
demounced by secret sgonts of the CUMINEERN. Namely the Moscow secretariat
was afraid of everybody who had direet cormestion te the Soviet official
organs, and tried to liquidate them: SALLAY snd FURST were not Comintern
officiuls but Cheka agents and from here were transferred for Comintern
worke. KUN Bela and his compsnions demcunced them in their absenece as
Trodiyists, snd allegedly from the highest Soviet suthority they(Kun et al)
received instruetions to make them harmless. This was like killing two
birds with one stone, one, they shall get rid of twe suspected eberring
aheep, snd seoond, at the same Lime could make useful propagenda for the
¢xecuted communiste. The story seems to be authentical, the more 80, because
all the su~called “Hungerian secretaries” the lesders of the Communist
movewent of thmt time in Hungary who went to the Soviet Union disappesred
in hussla curing the great purgings. Such e cese was for instance that of
MADZSAR Jozsef, dentist from Budapest, brother in lew of JASLZI Oszkar.

For years, HADLOAA was one of the most importent communists in Hungary,

hé hed an extended cirele of friends, even non communist intelleots gladly
visited him beesuse they generally did not know what a rele he played in
the Hungarian comuunist movement. Ufficially, he was a member of the Social
Leaocratio Party in faot he was a co-worker of the "Nepszava"(Peoples Voice)
the afficial paper of she soolalist party. At the begimning of the 1930-es

there was s ocleaning process in progress within the Sooisl Demooratio Party,
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they trisd to get rid of the left wing members, of the sucpected coummu-
niste, At thir tiue MADITAR wes slready a member of the leaderanip of 50X1-HUM
the illegal perty and knew well that if he will bte sxpelled of the Social
Leaceretic Perty, he shall be arrested by the police. (thie was s coumon
practice at that time, the police knew that the social democorats expelled
c¢nly the communists among their followers and so theyr were arrosted
vhthout uuch ado.) MADZSAR asked permission from the communist party to
flee liungary and went to the Coviet Union. A short time after this he was
erroated in ioscow and perkbhbid somewhere in Siberis. It ie symbolic for
the Comintern methods thet in Hungery the Russian spread the informstion
through their agents that MADZEAR is working in some high position. Femely,
MALZUAR was popular, good hearted, generous, witk humanist education, he
vas ® true ideslist communist and the Cominternu fesred that the publication
of the truth would have scared away many psrty meambers. Unly sfter 194%
vue 1o light what heppened to MAPZSAR. MADSZAR's wife JASZI Alice, sister
oI JALZI Ostker, had a clersographic school at Budepest and deceased shorte
1y after the diseppesrenice of her lusbend. (The wife of the present foreoign
winister HORAVAT imre, wus a pupll of Mrs. MADLSAR.)

WJLNAR Rene wes in the sene altuation. (He wae the brother
of LiULNAR Brik, wino i# still a leading communist functionary) ifs wee g
sudepust lawyer, defender of the oconmunists during the trisls, and which
wag not «nown generally, one of the lesdars of 4he illegsl movement. In the
middle of the 195J-e8 he lmd to flee from Ilungsry and the varty sent him
o ioscows In 1937 he wes teken evay end during the wer perithed in ome of
the Jiverlan prisoner cemps. isturally, his fete was not known in the Hune
gsrian movement, in tfesct the Russiens did not wantbto give information even

after 1945 to his brovher the forelgn minister at that time.
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Sometimes sven the Comintern agents could not esenpre the
fate of the !hagerisn party secretariss, Yt- was enourh for the Moscew 50X1-HUM
people if somsbody atteined smecianl pomularity in Hungsry amonz the
communists, thie quasi diminishing their own glories the subject was

liquidated, A good exsmple for thies behsvior iz the story of RARIKAS Prigyes
of the

vho wns en sutodidaotd worker(selfeducated) who in the ykii'rivlt??()-n was
detdiled for Comintern work in fmske Cheooslovukhz Tn the 50X1-HUM
beginning of the 19%0-e8 ho was sent 4o Hungsry. Pere he worked very
travely. lie broke with the genersl prectice of the "foreign secretarfier®
and contacted noet only a few leadership membors but hed cormection to
sinple varty members alero, and heeame very popular. He wes recal!led te
Moscow and dlsappeared. (KARIKAS by the vay wans the firet hushend of
AICS Brzsebet the illfamed oulturpolitical leader of the RAV/SI ttmes.
Their doughter was married to PARKAS Vledimir, AVH colonel, son of FARKAS
Mihaly. ){BEREI Andor is the sscend husband of ANDICS Erzsebet. BRREI wes
an ineneetar of the Comintern| | and adopted the child frem the  50X1-HUM
XARIKAS marriage only aftar 194%.)

In genoral the Comintern was susmicious “oward all those
Hungarien communists who were not arrested by the Hungariasn volioce.
According to their opinion or rather more gorrecstly sccording %o the
opinion of the MKVD which nlayad a leading role in the direstion of the
Comintern these communists obviously hacame azents of tha Horthy poliee
and that was the reason they were no%t arrasted. However, this opinion
414 not exclude the susploion for those who weres arrested hecause thewne
were 3uspected that in their confessione they heirayed party or Comintern
secrete, snd thet was the reason that they were not hanged. They could
not understand now obvious Soviet agents esceped with shorther<longer jeil.

sentences. Such thing simply could not happen in their practice and there-
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fore it vwat not pussible at wlle Avcording toptheir theory only the

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/09/01 : CIA-RDP80T00246A041200020001-1

50X1-HUM
sxsculed were reiiable, snd netureily those aleo only after their death,

Vi course tue comnunists axeauied by them were not this kind, they were
truitor Truckylsats.
Ne¢ have alrosdy related the role ef the Comidern agenis
sont to nm.:xwy. lice RAKOUSI and VAbe. HOAVATH Imre the present foreign
winister also belongs to this group. He was sent back to Hungary with
some oocasional coamission in 1924 but was arrested after s few weeks
activity and was in jail untii 194%5.
At the end of the 1920-#8 or in the beginning of the 1950-e»
/ RaVAl Jozsef, oLANTO soltan, end IBRO Rrno were alse sent beok te Hungary
| by the Uamiatern. For e while they worked as party seerstaries here but
scoaer or later all of tasm were arrvsted amnd spent a few yesrs(two teo 50X1-HUM

Zow ) ia jeila. AWKAL after his relesse was sotive S later became
50X1-HUM

| reforant or ease Worker fer the  movement, snd still later directed
again in tae Hungarisn seotion. He did not come back to Hungery but direeted
the iliegal movoment for a walle through couriers tfrom Checoslovakia. In
Moravska-Ostrava he publisned a duugerisn languege communist paper umder
tne title "Hungarian bay"'. Hderc he had e ou-worker BETLEN Qezicar (president
of iae edijorial comsittes of whe'uzabud Nep ‘(Free People)in 1954-19%6,
steliniet, dakosi-men,and today vissepresident of the editorial committes
of the "Nepszabausag'(Peoples Freedamw). BALGH B dgar was another collabo-
rator of tnis paper{Hungurien Day) who is in fumeanis now, an iwportent
reprezentative of the most conservetive Stalinist trend, snd the xi’a’;uu
Parfoste el
of the xmmxmiwm populer Hungsrien Federation of Fumanis. ,ﬂ\j‘é,%au’a. O risee ,.“7
SLANTO Zoltan, (brother in Lav of RESAI, nsmely his wife 1o
thy sister of REVAI) first directed the Hungerian illegsl xovement from
Checgoslovakis in the beginning of the 19350-es, then later wentito Hungary.

Here he was arrested, and after hie release went to Moscow,
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vwhere he saved his skin during the difficult war years and edited the
"Nev Voioe" Hungarian language periodieal published in the Soviets,
During the war he was one of the editors of the Hungarian bdroadoastings
of the Moscow Radio. On the 4th of November 19%6 he together with others
went to the Yugoslav legation asking sasylum rights but came out of the
building with LUKACS Qyorgy, was arrested by the Ruseians and is still
under arrest,-this happened before NAGY Imre left the Legation building
and was kidnapped.

GERO's role in Hungary was of s temporary character. He did
not play a role in the Hungarian movement, he was probably arrested in
Budapest while doing some courier service. He was in jail close to fowr

yoars and after his release went to Moscow and worked in the Comintern

machinery. As an agent he spent some time and directed sgitation 50X1-HUM

among the intellects. His role in the Spanish civil war is well known.
He 1s believed to be AW one of the organisers of tu{ prove.  ©0X1-HUM

cative mass demonstmgtions. Teday this statement seems to be authentie
or proven beeause on the 23 Ootober 19%6 he wanted to set the stage and
» perform the same play st Budapest that brought such a succes for him
twenty years ago in Beroelons.
Although it does not belong oclosely to the subject, the
Hungerian poliocy of the Comintern, but it has to be mentioned as a
characteristic cadre exercise that the Comintern slways co-operated
closely with the Soviet intelligenee and counter~intelligence organs.
Systematically it loaned its own agents to the Army or to the cerrespon-
ding seetions of the NKVD and on the other hand if neeessary borrowed
sgents from them. Jeveral Hungeriars worked this way onee for the Oomintern

and later as Soviet intelligenee agents or in sinilar assignements.
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REVESZ Gesa, the present defense minister performed confidential courier

o 50X1-HUM
serviee for the Soviet Foreign Ministry for years. REVESZ isYuntalented

individual and was net trusted with more serious tasks, However, NOGRADY
Sandor, who graduated of the Party Schoel of the Oomintern, snd later
vorked as a propagandist, performed intelligenee service when transferred

to the 3oviet intelligenoe branch in the 1930-es, and did reguler espionage
activity - 50X1-HUM

By 1936 the personal struggles and intrigues increased to
such a great proportion within the Oomintern -snd here I refer in the first
Place to Hungarian relations - that nobody knew sbout anybodf's connections
vho belongs to where, who is working for vhom, and what. At the ssme time
the international situation also underwent significant changes becsuse
Hitler's rule in Germany seemed to be consolidated. The Comintern was
foreed to change tactics and after trying to disoredit the demosratio
parties for slmost twenty years, now it proelaimed the pecples fromt poli-
oy and the unifiocation of the democratic foroces.

I do not believe that the following subject has ever been
elaborated but it would be worthwhile te spend a fewv words to explain the

role of the Comintern setivity in helping the European right wing foreces

to power. There ocan be no doudbt the Oomintern threugh its exe~ 50X1-HUM

ocutive organ the Communist party committed ovorytlﬁn; to underaine

the demoeratic Weimaer government. The communists fought in the

first plase against unr Sesial Demoaratic Party and against the

other demberatie parties, starting from that consideration that the

strengthening of the demoeracy might brigg forth e unified Buropean

front, whose destruction from the Soviet viewpoint was a problem of survival.
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The generating fores of the Comintern poliocy was not a simple problem of

prinoiples, it was not a question as te whethsr the sooial demooratie

ideclogy is eloser or farther fram the Russian interpretation of Narxisms

but the danger that a demoeratic Bwope will or might present to the masses
everything en moral and materizl field equally what the Soviet system only

promised them and by this shall prove the bankruptey of the Soviet theery

and prastiee. Rather Hitler, than the social-demoerats. And, while they

vere fighting against the secialists, masism grew too big to handle. SOX1-AUM

A fow yoars later  |they killed the democratie|  |republis in 50X1-HUM
the same fashion.

The same poliey was contimusd in Hungary) primerily they
tried to undermine the presiige of the Soolal democrats and of the young
Small landholders Party. The reasens are obvieus. These parties had masses
behind them, they wanted demooraey and their suceesses in the long run
would have deereased the general disoontent. However, the preservation of
the general intern discontent everywhere was a vital interest of the Seviet
Union.

The Bngarian Communist Party was diseelved in 1936. Acserding
to the official motivation of the Oomintern dissolution was resolved because
police agenis penetrated the party. The exesution of this decree was trusted
to a Hungarian cemmunist KISS Karely, who is at present one of the leaflers
of the party machinery. In 1938 the organisation of the Hungarian Party
started again upon the insistence of a few Hungarian communist, rether than
on Comintern intentiom or initiative. At this time the war clouds were al-
ready apperent and the Russians did not want communism but peace sround
their borders. Until Hungary entersd the war, in 1941 the Hmgarien cesmu-

nists were not permitted to take steps against the Horthy system. They
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(the Soviets) did not went to enrage, infuriate Horthy, and would 1liked 50X1-HUM
to have him net to enter the war. The Hungarian movement was left without
direction and guidanes, unaccostumed to independents, and in a state of
somplets desflegration, that was only incressed by the disappointment

over the Russisn~German pset. Por a while at least the Comintern has lost

its absolute respeet. During the war the leaders of the Hungarian Oemmunist
movement did play the political game aceording te their own ideas and
capabilities, however, there is ne doudt that in these few years, and *8po-
¢lally in the resistanee movement they followed a national line. This expleins
their sueeesses 4n fuot this explains also the results of the 1945 elean
eleotions. Namely, they reseived seventeen percent of the votes at this

‘ime, wvhich mmber considering the education of the Hungarian people and

its anti-ecmmunist stand is s very great proportion.

Conolusions, summery. We have to emphasize again, that the
political fights and persomal struggles desoribed in the previous pages
were really only a tempest in a tea-pot compared to the whole of the
Bangsrian politieal life, - discounting the three last yesrs of the war,
when the Soviet influenes could not be felt -~ the effect of the Oomintern
to the development of the Hungarian political 1ife was nminimal, and at the
best manifested enly indirectly in labor union struggles, wage campaigns,
and smaller political campaigns. However, this influence related to the
tight eirole of the Hungarian communists was priaary and surpassing all
other factors. The Camintern directed the Hungarian Communist movement
= and neturally all ethers also ~ with absolute authority net permitting
any contradietions. It wvas(the Comintern) s diresting organ of the Communist
parties and at the seme time the cover orggnisation of the Russiam great

Power aspirations.
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The COMINFORM oreated in 1947 was a fundamentally different

50X1-HUM

organisation than its so-called predecesser. The Comintern as we have seen
substenee /
vas a direeting and executive orgen. The Cominform in its"mmskanss became <.
spectacular institute serving primarily propsganda aims. The Comintern
embraced the communist parties of the various countries, and against this
\ Q,CTL; feau-&-:é/
the Cominform serves as a social meeting plasee of the elready ruling
parties.
By 1947 the individual communist parties and ospecially the
parties of the satellite ocuntries were direoted by the competent seetion

of the Soviet Party itself, by the(SKBP) Foreign Semtion of the Central

Oommittee. The leaders of the individuml parties reeeived their briefings
and practieal instructions from here. Generally, every country had one or
more oase workers in the Central Committes and these were in charge of the
general or routine work. Only in very importent cases and very seldem
oould the party leaders of the satellite ocountries reech and get in perso-
nal contact with the bigger Soviet potentstes, Therefore, for the direstion
of the ocommunist parties, for the ideclogical or practical solidarity
there was no need of an intermstiomsl organisation. However, the Soviets
&8 a grest povwer needed a spectacular forum to show the world that it
does not supervise simply different parties but plays polities at the head
of an important federation=net of countries. Therefore, from time to time
the leaders of the countries under communist direction had to be convoked
to demonstrate to the world how the Seviet block deliberates and determines
its intern and féreign politiocal gulding line with ths application of the
asnunx principles of concerd and demooratio emencipation. This is the
ploture presented to the ocutside. In reality, the resclutions are presented
ready made by the Russians and the delegates of the satellite sountries

sinply accept them, in fact not only simply accept them but socording teo
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the Russian etiquette enthusiastically greet thes.

The foundation ef the Cominform 1tself was a surprise for
50X1-HUM

the member ecuntries. i fev days befors the beginning of the meeting
they received an information that they have to send delegetes to Warsaw
for an important conference and that one of the delegates has to make a
spessn. They had no definite advies about the subject of the conferenee.
REVAY Jesuser o nember of the Hungarian delegation to the conferenee re-
lated %0 us one time that he received three days to prepare his address,
but did not know at what oceasion should he deliver it. It is alee ine
teresting that at the end of June 1948 at the famous COminform meeting
of Bucharest, where Tito and Yugeslevia were openly donoumid. even
RAKOSI had ne previeus knowledge, though he was one of the most setive
partioipantsef the anti~Tito intrigues. In June 1948 a Hungarian Govern-
ment delegation was staying in Warsaw. RAKOSI reeeived word there that he
together with the leading personmlities of the Polish government has te
fly to Bucharest. Even at his departure he did not knew the reasons, in
faot he believed that the Yugoslavs will be also there to exercise self-
oritieimm. Desides, the whole Yugoslav affair was an inside case of the
Comigform. The Hungarian pariy ves informed about the precedents more er
lou bonuu they fmrdoé tho Pouthrnu m».w- to ‘uto. These letters

U

nrriud to Budapest and nt thuo ossasions RAKOSI nuuod SZANTO Zoltan
sealed
Hungarian envoy fram Belgrade and gave him theYletter for delivery. The
other parties have not received information about the development of the
RussiansYugeslav relation; in June 1948 yet the Polish party funetionaries
referred to Yugeslavia as the most advanced soclalist country second only
te the Soviet Unien.
Acoording 4o my opinion besides the above listed reasons

there were alse some intern causes of the crestion of the Cominfornm.
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In 1945.1947 it was sericusly considered to oreate a
50X1-HUM
Balkan-Federation. The Russians, and especially “danov wanted to build
up s defensive belt on their border that would have showed & friendly
face toward the West. Among the interested ocountries in the first order
the leaders of Yugeslavia and Bulgaria wers the propagators of the plan.
However, at the same itime the Ruasians were a2fraid that such a nsw fede-
ration of countries might perhaps aspire to a grester independence then
planned. To prevent this or rather to comntersot such move sn efficient
supervisory organisation seemed neeessary, whithin whioh they could have
played the participsting memder countries against each other. The Belkan
elosed
Pederation didnot come into being but at the'Oominform meetings the abeve
mentioned instigations certainly hed taken plaece.

The Moscow desoriptiomgthe persinal assessment was the most
important feector for the leaders of the sstellite countries. Their rule,
and perhaps even thsir life depended on this facter. Cbservation of the
Moscow proteccle was alweys an exciting affair,tc find out on some festim
val ocoasion on the 1s% of Mey, or on the Tth of November in vhat order
the satellite countries were mentioned, at receptions, dinners, vho sat ¥
where, who sat next to Stalin, how far down were the others, stc. The
party
‘leaders of the Peoples Democratic Peuntries’' Smxtimx permanently inmtrigued
sgainst each other. This was very handy for Mosaow, besause they feared

that the parties of the indivudal countries will perhaps attain a too

perfest harmony smong each other and might influsnce the Western parties 50X1-HUM

in their faver, respectively win over the most important

coxnunist parties to their side and make a breach in the absolute Soviet
an )
hegenony. The Cominfornm va?exnucut tool and furnished profitabdle ecocasions

batween medting periods to air and circulats seme of the slanders confided
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t0 Moseew ears and to pﬁbii-h them t0 the parties.This maturally ineited

againet each other the lo;a;dcr- of the unified communist camps. 50X1-HUM

Already on the first meeting in 1947, Tito wes prompted to

attaok T4to sharply oriticized the after wer poliey of the

communist pariy, and branded them as undecided, vacillating impo~ 50X1-HUM
tonts. ;jowever, the Russians defended The oconstermation of

Tito was tremendous becsuse during the preliminary private conversations

the Soviet leaders agreed with him. Similer tricks were used in the case
of Hungary and Kumania, when the Transylvanias problem, respectively thw
problem of the Hungarisn minerity communists living in Rumanie wss brought
on the agenda as a matter of disoussion. These meneuvres served only ome
purpose, that the Russians should be able to prove and scoentuste to their
vassals in every single and in all cases thet withous their edministering

justiee they would run into diffioulties.

The above clearly ahows theat the Cominform was not a politiocal
governing body. The actual "lime" te be followed was net communiocsted on
publie oonferences, conversations with the leaders of the individusl perties
but was handed down to them in the ferm of direet instructione. The satellite
countries did net enjoy any independence at all, could not form er declare
an opinion with regard te the Soviet resolutions and at the most gould only
slighting each other.

The Cominform had ne officisl machinery. Pirst it published
& paper in Belgrade, leter in Busherest, svery oountry sent a delegate to
the editorial offiee but their funetion was restriocted in the most fortunete
eases only to translations. The paper itself obtained its material from

second hand sources, from Pravde foreign poliey articles, reports of the
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leaders of the satellite parties vhich already appeared in the Pravde, eto.
From time to time this paper published scholastie editorisls whioh either
repeated only anti-imperialist well known fxusmn phrases or exerocised
eritioism over the parties of she satellite eountries, or respectively
later contaimed attacks egainst Yygoslavia.

NEMES Dezso, the present president of the editorisl committes
of the "Nepszabadsag®(Pecples Freedom) was the Hungarian doelegate at the
Seminforn periodieel, and later he was replaced by BETLEN Oezker, respecti-
vely he was transferred to Buelhrolt. BIRO Zoltan was the representalive of

the paper in Hungery in 1947-1948. BIAQ 1s the brother of RAKOSY.
50X1-HUM
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